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Preface 
 
Since 1995 the NLDB conference has aimed at bringing together researchers, industrial 
and potential users interested in various applications of NATURAL LANGUAGE in the 
DATABASE and INFORMATION SYSTEMS field.  
 
The integration of databases and natural language has been an utopia for a long time. 
Nowadays, this is an accessible convergent point on which a lot of researchers are focus-
ing, mainly due to the large progress of research in natural language and to the develop-
ment of new technologies which allow the storage of real semantic electronic dictionar-
ies. Each aspect of an information system life cycle may be improved by natural 
language techniques: database design (specification, validation, conflicts resolution), 
database query languages and application programming that use new software engineer-
ing research (e.g. natural language program specifications). Furthermore, natural lan-
guage based query languages and user interfaces facilitate the access to software systems 
for anyone and allow for new paradigms in the usage of computerized services.  As 
information systems are now evolving into the communication area, the term databases 
should be considered in the broader sense of information and communication systems. 
The NLDB'2003 contributions are a balanced mix of full paper reports and extended 
abstracts from research and application giving a broad insight into the state of the art 
concerning problems and solutions within the context of natural language processing and 
information systems. The selected papers are assigned to the major topics: natural lan-
guage for conceptual modelling, information retrieval and information extraction, lin-
guistic resources for dialogue modelling, natural language for database querying, refer-
encing and categorization, as well as building ontologies for web applications.  
 
We thank all authors for their interesting papers and we also take pleasure in thanking 
those who have contributed to the realization of the conference and of these proceedings, 
especially Karla Kersten, Aleksander Binemann-Zdanowicz and Thomas Kobienia.  
 
 
 
Wismar and Cottbus, in June 2003 
 
        Antje Düsterhöft 
        Bernhard Thalheim 
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